
   

 
 
 
 
 

 
Model Land Use Management Code 

(Alternatives to Conventional Zoning)
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prepared for: 
 

State of Georgia 
Local Governments 

 
 

Prepared by: 
 

Office of Planning and Quality Growth 
Planning and Environmental Management Division 

 
 

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 
60 Executive Park South, N.E. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30329-2231 

 
 
 
 

 
First Published: 

April, 2002 
June 2007 Update 

 

 



   

 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
INTRODUCTION AND USER GUIDE 
 
PART ONE:  STANDARD TEMPLATE FOR ALL ORDINANCES 
 
PART TWO:  REGULATIONS IMPLEMENTING RULES FOR ENVIRONMENTAL 

PLANNING CRITERIA 
 
PART THREE: ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION  
 
PART FOUR: SUBDIVISIONS AND LAND DEVELOPMENT  
 
PART FIVE:  PERFORMANCE-BASED REGULATIONS THAT DO NOT USE A MAP 
 
PART SIX:  USE-BASED RESTRICTIONS THAT DO NOT USE A MAP 
 
PART SEVEN: MAPPED APPROACHES TO LAND USE REGULATION 
 
PART EIGHT:  SPECIAL GROWTH MANAGEMENT TECHNIQUES  
 
PART NINE:   REGULATIONS TO IMPLEMENT CHARACTER AREAS 
 
PART TEN:  PROCEDURES, BOARDS, AND COMMISSIONS 
 

 2



   

 
INDEX TO PARTS OF THE MODEL CODE (SECTIONS) 

 
PART ONE:  STANDARD TEMPLATE FOR ALL ORDINANCES (13 pp)
 
§1-1  TITLE 
§1-2  PURPOSE AND INTENT 
§1-3  DEFINITIONS 
§1-4  APPLICABILITY 
§1-5  EXEMPTIONS 
§1-6  REQUIREMENTS 
§1-7  PROCEDURES 
§1-8  ADMINISTRATION 
§1-9  ENFORCEMENT AND PENALTIES 
§1-10  BOARD OF APPEALS, VARIANCES AND APPEALS 
§1-11  LEGAL STATUS PROVISIONS 
 
PART TWO:  REGULATIONS IMPLEMENTING RULES FOR ENVIRONMENTAL 

PLANNING CRITERIA (27 pp) 
 
§2-1  GROUNDWATER RECHARGE AREAS  
§2-2  WATER SUPPLY WATERSHEDS 
§2-3  WETLANDS 
§2-4  PROTECTED RIVER CORRIDORS 
§2-5  MOUNTAIN PROTECTIONS 
 
PART THREE: ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
 
§3-1  SOIL EROSION AND SEDIMENTATION CONTROL (21 pp)
§3-2  GRADING (see §3-1) 
§3-3  FLOOD DAMAGE PREVENTION (21 pp)
§3-4   HILLSIDE AND RIDGELINE PROTECTION (14 pp)
§3-5  ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REVIEW (11 pp)
 
PART FOUR:  SUBDIVISIONS AND LAND DEVELOPMENT  
 
§4-1  SUBDIVISIONS AND LAND DEVELOPMENT (45 pp)
§4-2  ALTERNATIVE STREET AND PEDESTRIAN SYSTEM STANDARDS (15 pp)
§4-3  BICYCLE FACILITY SPECIFICATIONS (see §4-2) 
§4-4  TREE PROTECTION (5 pp)
§4-5  LANDSCAPING AND BUFFERS (26 pp)
  
PART FIVE:  PERFORMANCE-BASED REGULATIONS THAT DO NOT USE A MAP 
 
§5-1  PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR OFF-SITE IMPACTS (5 pp)
§5-2  DEVELOPMENT PERFORMANCE STANDARDS (8 pp)
§5-3  PUBLIC NUISANCE (5 pp)
§5-4  MAJOR PERMIT REQUIREMENT (3 pp)
§5-5  LAND USE GUIDANCE (POINT) SYSTEM (4 pp)
§5-6  TRAFFIC IMPACT STUDIES (10 pp)
 

 3



   

 
PART SIX:  USE-BASED RESTRICTIONS THAT DO NOT USE A MAP (80 pp)
 
§6-1  ACCESSORY USE OR STRUCTURE 
§6-2  ACCESSORY DWELLING UNIT 
§6-3  ADULT BUSINESSES 
§6-4  AIRCRAFT LANDING AREA 
§6-5  ANIMAL FEEDING OPERATIONS 
§6-6  AUTOMOBILE SALES ESTABLISHMENT 
§6-7  BED AND BREAKFAST INN 
§6-8  CARETAKER RESIDENCE 
§6-9  COMMERCIAL RECREATIONAL FACILITY, OUTDOOR 
§6-10  COMMUNITY RECREATION FACILITY 
§6-11  [RESERVED] 
§6-12  CONSTRUCTION FIELD OFFICE 
§6-13  DAY CARE CENTER 
§6-14  FENCES AND WALLS 
§6-15  GASOLINE OR FUEL PUMPS 
§6-16  GOLF DRIVING RANGE 
§6-17  GUEST HOUSE 
§6-18  HOME BUSINESS USES 
§6-19  JUNKED VEHICLE OR MATERIAL OR JUNK YARD 
§6-20  SOLID WASTE HANDLING FACILITIES 
§6-21  LIVESTOCK  
§6-22  MANUFACTURED HOME COMPATIBILITY STANDARDS 
§6-23  MANUFACTURED HOME PARKS 
§6-24  MANUFACTURING AND FABRICATION 
§6-25  MODEL HOME 
§6-26  MORTGAGE LOTS 
§6-27  MULTI-FAMILY DEVELOPMENT 
§6-28  OUTDOOR SHOOTING RANGE 
§6-29  OUTDOOR STORAGE 
§6-30  PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT 
§6-31  RACE TRACK 
§6-32  RELOCATED RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURE 
§6-33  SELF-SERVICE STORAGE FACILITY (MINI-WAREHOUSES) 
§6-34  SERVICE AND FUEL FILLING STATION 
§6-35  SPECIAL TEMPORARY OUTDOOR EVENT 
§6-36  SIGNS 
§6-37  SINGLE-FAMILY ATTACHED DWELLING (FEE-SIMPLE TOWNHOUSE)  
§6-38  TOWERS AND WIRELESS TELECOMMUNICATION FACILITIES 
§6-39  YARD SALES 
 
PART SEVEN: MAPPED APPROACHES TO LAND USE REGULATION 
 
§7-1  AGRICULTURAL LANDS (6 pp)  
§7-2   AGRICULTURAL USE NOTICE AND WAIVER (see §7-1)  
§7-3  AGRICULTURAL BUFFERS (see §7-1) 
§7-4  LAND USE INTENSITY DISTRICTS AND MAP (51 pp)
§7-5  INTERCHANGE AREA DEVELOPMENT (5 pp)
§7-6   MIXED USE DISTRICT (13 pp)

 4



   

§7-7  SCENIC CORRIDOR OVERLAY DISTRICT (5 pp)
§7-8  RURAL/SUBURBAN ARTERIAL CORRIDOR OVERLAY (13 pp)
§7-9   RESIDENTIAL INFILL DEVELOPMENT (10 pp)
 
PART EIGHT:  SPECIAL GROWTH MANAGEMENT TECHNIQUES   
  
§8-1  RURAL CLUSTERING (7 pp) 
§8-2  CORRIDOR MAP (5 pp)
§8-3  DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT (5 pp)
§8-4    INTERIM DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS (4 pp)
§8-5  AFFORDABLE HOUSING (7 pp)
 
PART NINE:   REGULATIONS TO IMPLEMENT CHARACTER AREAS 
  
§9-1  DOWNTOWN SPECIFIC PLANS (10 pp)
§9-2  DESIGN REVIEW (7 pp)  
§9-3  DESIGN GUIDELINES (14 pp)
§9-4  HISTORIC PRESERVATION (11 pp)
§9-5  FORM-BASED CODE PROVISIONS (18 pp)
§9-6  CHARACTER DISTRICTS (40 pp)
 
PART TEN:  PROCEDURES, BOARDS, AND COMMISSIONS 
 
§10-1  PROCEDURES (6 pp)
§10-2  PLANNING COMMISSION (2 pp)
§10-3  HEARING EXAMINER (2 pp)
§10-4   URBAN REDEVELOPMENT/ DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT (6pp)
§10-5  INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT FOR SERVICES (4 pp)
 
(download commentary and references – entire model code: 108 pp) 

 5


	April, 2002

